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in favour of the peasants against the game-interests of the lords, and were met by the Imperial veto which was used whenever the lords3 interests were threatened. Very soon the Party developed a more durable policy as, during the nineties. Socialism broke up whatever influence Lueger's early propaganda had exercised on working-class elements. " The defence of the Catholic countryfolk against the red danger " was a task the successors of the Conservative Party could not fail to take up. So this<e social " lower middle-class party became truly Conservative. It remained an opposition party only to the extent of sympathising with the Catholic and reactionary heir-presumptive, Francis Ferdinand, rather than with the traditionally liberal-centralist bureaucrats with whom Francis Joseph surrounded himself in his later years. As with the Socialists, the links connecting German-Austrian political Catholicism with its counterparts amongst the non-German nationalities proved merely ephemeral* But the emphasis which the party had laid upon municipal as well as Provincial self-government later proved an important cornerstone of German-Austrian federalism.
The Social Democratic Workers' Party, which was to be the main competitor of political Catholicism in the formation of post-1918 Austria, had organised itself during the years when Lueger was fighting and winning his struggle for the control of Vienna. After the economic setback of 1873, and under the oppression of the first years of the Taaffe era, the Austrian Labour movement had split. In 1889 the factions were reunited at the Hainfeld congress, under the leadership of a young intellectual, Viktor Adler. Like many'of his later comrades, Dr. Adler had originally joined in the national-chauvinist revolt against the former Liberal party. In 1890 Social Democracy was able to enter on the political stage with impressive May Day demonstrations. In 1893 it began that campaign for universal suffrage which was to be its main activity during the next period, apart from organising trade unionism. A somewhat radical phraseology was necessary if sectional unity was to be preserved in multi-national Austria, but the party remained most cautious in its practical politics. In essentials it was " a social reformist, liberal workers* party ", as a contemporary Liberal observer l called it. The party platform, Charmatz thought) was designed for spiritual edification on festive days, and the real programme of the party, apart from defending the sectional interests of the
1 Charmatz,- op. cit. (1907), p, 306.